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1) 


2) 


2B) 


"PILOTS NORTH" 
FADE IN: 
(Small screen standard aspect ratio 35 mm B & W) 
AIR-TO-AIR 


Single engine airplane is descending toward a frozen 
lake. Its flight path is somewhat irregular as its 
pilot tries to pick out his best landing area. The 
ENGINE NOISE is intermittent as the pilot keeps gun- 
ning it and cutting back. MONOPHONIC SOUND. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


When you flew up North forty 
years ago, you picked your 
landing spots carefully. 
Problem was to keep from 
pickin’ the wrong spot on 

the wrong Take...or you'd 
likely break through the 

ice and go to the bottom. 
Could be a rea! heart stopper: 


POV PLANE. 


The Aircraft begins spiraling downward toward the lake 
surface. SMALL SCREEN B & W image OPENS UP INTO FULL 
COLOR 180° SENS-O-SPHERE. Entire audience experiences 
pilot's POV of vast area of frozen lakes dotting ter- 
rain as far as the eye can see. We continue descent 

as plane makes sharp banks in effort to seek out suitable 
landing spot. Giant screen now shows great frozen areas 
of the North. 


ENGINE COUGHS, DIES, COMES TO LIFE AGAIN. WIND whistles 
in our ears as SOUND BECOMES MULTI-CHANNEL. The horizon 
tilts sharply as the pilot makes a last minute correc- 


tion. 
LANDING GROUND-TO-AIR 


We land on the frozen lake amid clouds of snow and jounce 


to a halt. The pilot kills the engine. There is 


ABSOLUTE SILENCE. 


3) 


6) 


ef 


DISSOLVE TO: 
THEME MUSIC, 
TITLE BACKGROUND: 


The secured plane is silhouetted against the Northern 
dawn. As the TITLE MUSIC establishes, SUPERIMPOSED 
TITLES scroll upwards from the bottom of the frame: 


"PILOTS NORTH" 
(Copyright Notice) 


A- presentation of 

EDMONTON NORTHLANDS 

dedicated to the 
Bush Pilots of Canada 


“THESE AIRMEN ENDED THE AGE-OLD ISOLATION 
OF REMOTE AND VIRTUALLY UNCHARTED REGIONS, 
OPENING THE WAY FOR PRESENT AERIAL ROUTES 
LINKING EASTERN AND WESTERN CANADA WITH 
THE NORTH AND FAR SOUTH. THUS, DURING 

THE NINETEEN TWENTIES AND THIRTIES, THEY 
PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN NORTHERN DEVELOP- 
MENT AND RENDERED TO CANADA A SERVICE 

OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE." 


AT TITLE END WE DISSOLVE BACK TO: 
MUSIC: DOWN 


EXT. DAY 


FROZEN LAKE SCENE WHERE PLANE SITS MOTIONLESS. ONLY 
THE WIND CAN BE HEARD. THE ENGINE HAS BEEN COVERED BY A 
TARPAULIN. IT IS DAWN. 


The door of the plane pops open and two men step out. They 
crunch across the snow to the nose of plane. One disappears 
under the tarp while the other lights a fire under an oi] 
drum. 


7) 


8) 


9) 


3/ 


MAN BY OIL PAIL 
(shouting to Pilot under the tarp) 


How cold you figure she got since 
we shut down, Jack? 


MAN UNDER TARP 
(As he reappears) 


Twenty, maybe thirty below. Almost 
tropical, Bill, eh? How's the oi] 
doin'? Got the engine heatin' up 
under the tarp. Here give me a hand 
with the skiis...break ‘em loose. 


They go about the business of making a frozen plane flyable. 
NARRATOR (VO) 


In the early days when you set down 
on the ice without breakin’ through 
you were only partly ahead of the game. 
Then you had to put a canvas cover on 
the engine that reached to the ice. 
Poles were placed under the skiis to 
prevent freezing to the surface. The 
oi] had to be drained, and then both 
it and the engine had to be reheated 
in the morning with blowpots. Other- 
wise you could be there ‘til spring. 


REVERSE ANGLE ON MEN AND PLANE 


They rock the plane to break the skis loose, then they 
load a few stray pieces of gear aboard. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


MEDIUM SHOT - MEN TAKING OFF TARP. 
DISSOLVE TO: 
CLOSE UP - ENGINE 


Engine grinds and the prop laboriously starts turning 
and finally with a roar the plane fires up. 


10) 


4/ 


POV - FROM PLANE as it skis over lake surface, takes 
off and banks sharply, levels out and climbs into the 
orange and pink sky. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


Anyone who didn't know what he was doing 
just disappeared. Out there. Somewhere. 
Even when you lived up here, help could 
be a long way away - in Edmonton. 


SLOW DISSOLVE TO: 


11) EXT. DAY - EDMONTON (ca late 1920's) 


0 12) 


POV - AIRFIELD and TIGER MOTH from car as it races onto 
airstrip, avoiding other cars and people. Several mechanics 
and the PILOT are busy preparing the plane for a long 
flight, changing tires, filling gas. tanks by hand, etc. 

A MOUNTIE is waiting at the Tiger Moth and directs the car 
around to the side nearest the cockpit. } 


ESTABLISHING SHOT - CAR AND PLANE. 
The car jolts to a halt beside the plane and the DOCTOR 
and a driver get out. The DOCTOR is carrying a box 
wrapped in a carpet. Both men move up to plane as the 
PILOT climbs aboard and settles in his seat. 
PILOT 
We're ready, Doctor. What are we taking? 


DOCTOR 
(handing up box) 


It's. medicine. Be careful, it can break. 


PILOT 
(Taking medicine) 


Right! 


DOCTOR 
(Handing pilot piece of paper) 


Here's some instructions for the local 
doctor. You know what they have...so, 
get there as fast as you can! Eh? 


5/ 


13) CLOSE ON PILOT IN COCKPIT. 


He is arranging the medicine box between his feet. 


PILOT 
(Gruffly) 


Doc! I've got the medicine and me 

all wedged in here. Believe me I won't 
spend any more time than I have to. 
Even so, it'll take a few days to 

cover 600 miles. I'll have to refuel, 
so I can only do three hours or so 

in daylight - I hope the weather holds! 


(To mechanics) 


Stand clear! 


14) CLOSE UP ~- ENGINE. 


15) 


16) 


17) 


17B) 


As a mechanic cranks it over, the propeller whirls once, 


twice and the engine catches on a third try. 

FULL SHOT - PLANE 

It pulls away from the car and men and moves out onto the 
air-strip. After a brief moment of revving his engine, 
the pilot guns her and starts down the airstrip. 

POV FROM FRONT COCKPIT .- 


The plane bounces over the runway and lifts off. The pilot 
banks sharply, does 180° turn and levels off. 


MUSIC: UP 
DISSOLVE TO: 


EXT. DAY. AIR - TO - AIR. 


Plane carrying medicine flying low across fields, low mountains. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


ON BOARD (AERIAL) 


CU - PILOT - He fights for control as the craft hits 

Sudden turbulence. His face show weariness. He looks to his 
left and then down to map on his lap. He wipes a gloved hand 
across his eyes. 


17C) 


17D) 


6/ 
CUT TO: 
EXT. AERIAL SHOT OF TERRAIN PASSING BELOW. 
CUT TO: 
AIR-TO-AIR OF PLANE. 
Plane noses downward toward farmhouse and people. 
NARRATOR (VO) 
Wings of Life. Now, the endless 
miles could be compressed. The 
hours shortened. Remote areas 


connected with the life-saving 
advances of medicine. 


18) EXT. SMALL FARM WITH OPEN FIELD 


19) 


20) 


A small group of people, including a family and a 
LOCAL DOCTOR is standing beside the field. Behind 
them is a farmhouse. Suddenly, a YOUNG BOY points 
excitedly toward end of field where the medicine plane 
is approaching for a landing. They all begin run- 
ning in that direction. The plane obviously is 

going to overshoot the field and roars low over their 
heads, banks, and makes a second approach. This time 
the pilot is successful. 


POV FROM FRONT COCKPIT OF PLANE. 


The waiting group runs alongside the plane as it taxis 
down the field. The pilot kills the engine. 


CLOSE UP - PILOT IN REAR COCKPIT 


He is very tired and his face reflects the strain of a 
hazardous and cold flight. He fumbles in the cockpit 
and comes up with the precious box of medicine. The 
LOCAL DOCTOR reaches up for the box 


LOCAL DOCTOR 


You had us worrted! They wired you 
were on the way...but, wel], with the 
weather and al}... 


PILOT 
(smiling) 


I know...you didn't think I'd make it. 
Well, you know something...for awhile 
there...neither did I! 


if 


LOCAL DOCTOR 
(pausing for just a moment) 


Well, sir, it's truly a miracle. Not 
just the medicine, but that plane of 
yours getting it here in time. You 
may well have saved a half a dozen 
lives. That aeroplane of yours is 

a real Miracle Machine! 


CUT TO: 


EXT. DAY BLATCHFORD FIELD. 


21) EST. SHOT - Two mail service planes are being loaded from 
a nearby truck. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


The so-called "miracle machines" are also 
used to bring the mails to the remotest 
regions of Canada. Not so dramatic as 

a medical flight, but just as necessary. 


The Company Agent arrives and both pilots amble over to 
sign off on their cargo manifest sheets. 


AGENT 
(as he draws a hand-made map) 


Okay, fellows. You're both loaded to 
the gunnels. The circuit for you Jim 
is Ft. Smith, Ft. Norman, and Aklavik, 
and back in. Arnie, you're off to 
Yellowknife and on to Coppermine, then 
return. 


(AD-LIB. The two pilots joke about their routes and 
who'll get back first.) 


22) FULL SHOT - ONE OF MAIL PLANES. 


As the last sack of mail is being loaded aboard, the Agent 
spots a FAT LADY heading rapidly in their direction. 


AGENT 
(chuckling under his breath) 


Oh yes, Arnie. You've got a special 
delivery package - Yukon Jess...and 
here she comes. Says she's starting 
up a business at Great Bear Lake. 
Ticket's paid and everything! 


8/ 


23) TRACKING - APPROACHING YUKON JESS 
She 1s dressed in hat, fur coat and boots. 


YUKON JESS 
(oud) 


Hello there, young man, you 
going to drive this contraption? 


As he finishes signing off cargo sheet and manifest. 


PILOT 
(grimacing) 
Can I help, M'am? 


ie eae eas chiens her ticket to him. 


oJ 


You can help me get into that thing, 
that's what! 


PILOT 
(fighting back a smile) 


Well, M'am, I haven't figured out 
our gross weight, yet... ° 


Jes 
ne lady- turns on the Pilot. 


-EAFRD 
How dare you! 


PILOT 
(soothingly) 


M'am! I was referring to the weight 
of our mail sacks and such. Nothing 
personal. 

24) TRACKING - PILOT, WOMAN TO PLANE 


The Pilot guides the woman over to the cargo hatch 
where the last of the mail sacks are being stuffed 


inside. 


25) 


26) 


27) 


28 ABC) 


9/ 


JC 
(nervously) 


You don't expect me to fit in there, do you? 
With all those great big bags? 


PILOT 


Why, M'am, its the only space we have 
left. You won't mind it once we're 
airborne. 


With that the Pilot begins an effort to push Jess through 
the cargo door. He gives one last gigantic push and she 
squeezes through with a cry. The Agent closes the door, 
smiling. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
TRACKING - BOTH PLANES as they taxi out toward the airstrip. 
NARRATOR (VO) 


Carrying the mail and supplies to the 
remotest regions of the North is just 
part of the Bush Pilot's work. There 

are other missions like crisscrossing 

the wilderness in search of airmen who 
have crashed...or trappers and prospectors 
who have become lost or injured. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
GROUND-TO-AIR 
Norseman flies overhead. 
NARRATOR (VO) 
For the Bush Pilot the wilderness 


is an opponent whose only intent 
is to hide its victims. 


EXT. AERIALS. ENTERING NAHANNI REGION. 


POV aircraft wending its way up past The Gate, South 
Nahanni River, toward Virginia Falls. 


MONTAGE : 
VARIOUS SCENES APPROACHING VIRGINIA FALLS. 


POV aircraft as the Falls are spotted and the plane lands 
on the Nahanni river above them. 


29) 


30) 


31) 


32) 


33) 


34) 


10/ 


NARRATOR( VO) 


There are a couple of trappers who 
have to be picked up just above 
Virginia Falls in the Nahanni. 


ESTABLISHING SHOT - PLANE TAXIING INTO SHORE. 


TWO TRAPPERS are waiting. Lines are thrown and they 
tie the plane to shore. 


DISSOLVE TO: 
FULL SHOT - TRAPPERS loading equipment aboard plane. 


The trappers hand their gear up to a MAN in plane as 
the PILOT prepares to leave. The shore lines are re- 
leased and the last trapper jumps aboard as the plane 
moves out into the current just above the RAPIDS. 


INT. PLANE CABIN. 


The Pilot and co-pilot try to keep the engine running 
but it dies. 


CUT TO: 
EXT. PLANE drifting toward rapids in river. 


The engine keeps sputtering as the pilot tries des- 
perately to restart it before the plane is swept down 
into the rapids and over the Falls. Finally, the engine 
catches and the plane starts taxiing upstream. 


POV - PLANE taking off. 


As the engine begins to falter again, the pilot swings 

her downstream and pours on the coal. Slowly, just before 
reaching the rapids the plane lifts off the water, soars 
down the narrow gorge above the Falls, and over the edge. 


EXT. FROM BELOW THE FALLS. 


The plane leaps off the edge of the Falls, drops and then 
gains speed and soars safely off down valley as a rainbow 
appears in the mist of the Falls. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


And so these men wil] live out their 
lives with the memory of this day in 
the Nahanni when luck and a pilot were 
on their side! 


li/ 


DISSOLVE TO: 
35) EXT. AERIALS FROZEN LAKES AND TERRAIN. YELLOWKNIFE REGION. 





We fly over frozen lakes and forests. Abandoned mines 
pass beneath us. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


There are old pilots and there are 
bold pilots, but in the North there 
are no old, bold pilots. 


39B) AERIAL POV - WRECK 


The plane noses down to an extreme low level as we pass 
Over the lake and spot the remains of an aircraft that 
went through the ice. Only the wings and some debris 
can still be seen, | 


NARRATOR (VO) 


Up here you only make a mistake 
once. Like goin’ through the 

ice because you picked a bad spot... 
or shearing off your skis on 

a pressure ridge...or getting caught 
in a white out. You learn the 
tricks of the trade...and in a 
hurry. Or else... 


DISSOLVE TO: 
36) EXT. PLANE ON SNOW. 
TWO SHOT - PILOT AND CO-PILOT 


Crates of fish are stacked on all sides. Two men are 
loading the fish aboard the plane. 


The first man shouts through the cabin hatch to the 
second man as they work. 


FIRST MAN 


Lemme tell you, buddy...I don't know 
which is worse; the weight or the 
viftin'. 


l2/ 


SECOND MAN 


You know Alvin, it seems to me we 
do more loadin’ than flyin'. Why, 
if I'da wanted to be a fisherman 
I'da gone to sea! 


They continue to load boxes of fish. 
NARRATOR (VO) 
A lot of a pilot's work is just plain 
manual labor...loading, unloading, 
hauling. Hard work! Freighting out 
the riches of the North to the big 
markets down south. 
The men continue to load box after box of fish, 
until finally one of them waves off the other and 
shouts. 
FIRST MAN 


Hold off, buddy. She'll never make 
it off the ground! 


SECOND MAN 


Our company won't either, if we 
don't get this load off. 


DISSOLVE TQ: 


37) LONG SHOT - AIRSTRIP 


38) 


The plane Tumbers forward, slowly, overloaded with fish 
and finally staggers into the air. It is a tense, anxious 
moment. 


DISSOLVE TO: 


EXT. ANOTHER PLANE 


FULL SHOT - LOADING DOGS 


Two men stand by as a dog sled pulls up. They begin 
to load the cargo of yelping dogs aboard the plane. 


39) 


40) 


41) 


13/ 


NARRATOR (VO) 


In the good old days it took weeks 
for a prospector to get to his claims. 
Now the Bush Pilot makes it in a 
matter of a few hours. Of course, 
there are stil] days when its a real 
‘dogs life’. 

INT. PLANE AFT CABIN 


The PROSPECTOR is trying to get his dogs settled with 
much confusion. Finally, the cabin door is closed and 
the pilot fires up his engine. 


EXT. PLANE. 


As the plane taxiis off slowly we continue to HEAR THE 
BARKING and yelping of its excited cargo. 


CUT TO: 


INT. RADIO SHACK. 


CLOSE UP - RADIO OPERATOR. He is talking with the Far 
North. 


VOICE ON RADIO 


When can we expect what's needed at 
Bay Chimo? 


RADIO OPERATOR 


Okay (call letters). This is Yellowknife. 
i've got your supply list. Anything else? 


(He listens on phones writing down: notes) 
Read you. How are things up at Bathurst? 
All in good shape? (Pauses), Great. 
We'll get the freight on its way today. 


EXT. RUNWAY 


42) LONG SHOT - AIRCRAFT TAKING OFF. 


The old aircraft soars into the Northern Sky. 


14/ 


NARRATOR (VO) 


The distances are so great that 
even with the airplane it takes 
hours, and even days, droning 
onward, to reach your destination. 
One recalls other places...other 
flights...other seasons... 


DISSOLVE TO: 
EXT.PONTOON HOIST DAY 


428) LOW ANGLE - HOIST 


As aircraft is lowered onto pontoons. 
A mechanic pushes wheels aside. 


NARRATOR (VO) 
(continuing) 


...when the water clears in 
spring it means changing skis 
i or wheels for floats... 


DISSOLVE TO: 
42C) SUMMER SEQUENCE 


A series of 8 or 10 aerials of the North move toward us 

in succession; wheat fields near Edmonton, the Peace 

River, pine forests, and finally, the varied growth patterns 
of the North. 


NARRATOR (VO) 
(continuing) 


...and taking off to the picture- 
postcard skies of summer - to the 
camping and fishing country north 

of Edmonton...beyond the Peace River, 
to Great Slave Lake, Swan Hills, 

the Mackenzie River Valley, west 

to the Yukon, and north to the Delta. 


DISSOLVE TQ: 


AERIALS 


42D) FULL SCREEN views of the Mackenzie River Delta, with 
Canadian Geese, lakes and river valleys. 


43) 


44) 
45) 


46) 


15/ 


NARRATOR (VO) 


kith endless dayiight you can fiy til 
you can't keep your eyes open any longer... 


MUSIC: A SUDDEN TRANSITION 
SLOW DISSOLVE TO: 
EXT. DAY - AIR-TO-AIR: 


MONTAGE. Beneath us is the frozen, snow-covered land of 
the Far North stretching out to the horizon, a cold, desolate 
vista. 


NARRATOR (VO) 
(Reacting to the sudden change in the music) 


...but where you are and what you're flying 
erases thoughts of summers past. Your job 
is to get there and get down. 


The beauty of the Far North reveals itself as we fly 
over the endless network of lakes and rivers. Further 
and further north we fly, revealing the true vastness 
of these regions. Finally, we pass low over Bay Chimo, 
spotting as black specks against the white, a few of 
its native Inuit inhabitants. 


EXT. DAY. BAY CHIMO 


LOW ANGLE - PLANE landing right over camera. 


INT. PLANE CABIN - DOOR SWINGS OPEN. 


An Inuit crowd of kids greet us as the door opens. They 
are wide-eyed in amazement at seeing an airplane close up. 


FULL SHOT - INUITS, dogs, children. 


The children and dogs play around the plane as the adults 
help to unload supplies. 


NARRATOR (VO) 


Even remote outposts have been touched 
by wings. For hundreds of years the 
natives lived here cut off from the 
world. Today, civilization is but a 
flight away. The problem is to pre- 
serve the best of the old ways along- 
Side the new. 


16/ 


47) INT. IGLOO. 
There is a Primus in the igloo. Carribou skins are on the 
Floor. Our pilot and the native family sit around re- 
Taxing. An old woman chants a song of days gone by 
and the old ways. 


FADE OUT: 
FADE IN: | 
EXT. RUNWAY DAY 
48) FULL SHOT ~"GIANT C-130 "HERCULES" lumbering directly 
at us. Its turbo prop engines create a mighty roar and 
great clouds of snow fly out like steam on all sides. 
One of its wings overshadows us. 
49) SIDE ANGLE 
C-130 flashes across full-width of screen and takes off. 
50) INT.-C-130 FLIGHT DECK 


Pilots are flying the plane with the audience POV right 
behind them. 


NARRATOR (VQ) 
Today the aircraft has changed but the 


job hasn't. The North is closer now so 
its lure is stronger than ever. 


l CUT TO: 

EXT. RESOLUTE. DAY 

51) C-130 comes in for a landing. 
DISSOLVE TO: 

52) REAR ANGLE OF c-130 

Catapillar Tractor starts out rear of plane. 
53) REVERSE ANGLE 

POV TRACTOR as it emerges from cargo hold. 


VW/ 


54) LOW ANGLE TRACTOR LUMBERING off toward oi] rig. 
SLOW DISSOLVE TO: 
EXT. AIR-TO-AIR - TIGER MOTH 


55) We are following a tiny Tiger Moth through a cloud-filled 
sky. ; 


NARRATOR (VO) 


Tiger Moth, Fairchilds, Bellancas, Junkers, 
Fokkers, Beaches, Stinsons, Norseman, Otters, 
Beavers and all the rest. Machines that 
penetrated the North. 


AIR-TO-AIR - TIGER MOTH 
56) Tiger Moth flys into a giant cloud. 
NARRATOR (VO) 
But it was the men and women who braved the 
frozen wilderness, some to disappear forever, 
that made the North an integral part of 
Canada. And still do! 


MATCH DISSOLVE TO: 
57) AIR-TO-AIR - JET 
Gradually, the sound of a jet roar overpowers us and as 
we emerge from the cloud, we see a sleek PWA 737 Jet 
rising gracefully into the sky and soaring Northward. 
DISSOLVE TO: 
MUSIC UP FULL: 
58) END TITLES 
We SUPER the words "Thank you..." over a semmingly endless 
scroll of the names of Canada's pioneer Bush Pilots and their 
mechanics. As the last names HOLD, we roll our credit titles. 


FADE OUT 


- THE END - 


